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eno adire s of suservert Mr Paul Brannon, 147 8. Main St, Paris 

۳ "TTA Kentucky 

E UA Publisher of the Nicholas County Star & the‏ وحن 
Zentuckian-Citizen‏ 


jf و‎ term tor ya ++ + int - “atar 


Uu iac ppeared to be above average in intelligence 
and of sound character. Due to harrassing by friends and fallow newsmen, 
Mr Brannon has assumed a slightly belligerent attitude with respect to 
his sighting. He has adopted the attitude that he knows what he saw and 
has not been convinced by any explanation to date. 


HARGATIVE SUMMARY : 


At approximately 1630 hours on 16 Jan 1949 whils proceeding in his 
automobile in a southwesterly direction toward Paria, Xy, acoompanied by 
hia wife and his niece, Mrs WEMENNECa led his attention to the sunlight 
rallected on the alouds in tns western sky. às he gased into the sky 
his attention was attracted to a walnut shaped object emerging from behind a 
cloud. The aight of the object emerging from obscurity into reflected 
light was maintained for less than one minuta. Attention was then focussed 
on a "tube of light" that remained behind as the object moved across the sky. 
¿ra made four exposures of the tube of light during its progress. 
ur described the course as steady and as though some object on an 
outward sweeping arg had crossed his fiald of vision at a great distanca 
from the earth. The fourth and last exposure of the "tube of light? 
fully extended as published in the Nicholas County Star and the Xantuckian- 
Citizen is attached as Exnibit "A". (See filas) 
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Sect time (local) 1630 
Place of Observ:tion: 3 miles northeast of Paris, Kentucky 
Position of observer ^ Qround from auto 


maat attracted attention tn objects & -~ sunlight reflected on clouds 


Apparent size size of walnut 
Galor sf objectdark = occasionally referred to as black 
cape Referred to as both bullet-shaped and shape af a hulled black walaut 


Altitude Could not be estimated 


Direction of flaicht of object West to aast direction 
> in si bt 1 minute = "tube of light" seen for approximately 15 minutes 
moed Could not be estimated 
Sound and "dor None 
“vail ribbon or trail similar to that of a neon tube = various colors 


reflected in the tube due to setting sun 
ty Reflected light of sun s 


rrojeetions None observed 
crneuvorse Movement steady - apparently climbing on a 30 to 0° angle during 
period of observation 


ener of disaroesraacePassed beyond field of vision of observer 


e b RE The weather reports for 15 3 19 
RES Tt rer ¿or 15 wan 49 for State of 
1u sondi + ge 
uck7 showed conditions +0 ود‎ generally 5 srcast with rain. Veca sional 


aKa occurred in the overcast az wiica time + i i 
Ec azan time the ceiling was estimted ai 


nd addres of covor! Mr à Mrs äi 
los; Mr all is an editor 


Informant bas a local reputation ssa "oublicity hound"‏ :اه 


An unexplained moving object trail a bright lignt across the sky 

was sighted nesr here today by E newspaper publisher, 
: and his wifa observed a ball-shaped object "literally i 

opening up a pata across the heavens”. Object wes signted between 

Paris and North Middletown. At first tne object had a silver color 

but took on a an iden fue from tae sun's rays. “It looked almost like 

another planet", he said. "I've seen meteors and Halley's Comet, 

but it wasn't ay small as those, This thing was a brilliant shaft of 


light that you couldn't helo but see... Ale. 1it was visible 
at least 15 ninutes. A picture was taken by Mrs Pew minutes 
arter they first observed tha object streaking out from behind a small 
elud. 


Possibla _ planation GIS $ CHARLES J. FLETCHER, 109 CIO Detachment 
ae a E LAAT Tom various newpaper cl ی‎ > 
Mr O, Jr, brother of CIC Agent J. D. Haggard, 109th CIC Det, 
was interviewed on 18 Jan 49 and stated that he, too, hed seen the “thing in 
the sky" as outlined in the news story. He stated that it was unquestionably 
a very high flying airersft with concomitant vavor trail. 


who lives 8 miles from Lexington on the Richmond Road stated 
that he saw a small plane emitting smoke going toward Winchester about 0 
P. M., 16 Jan 49. He said the fiery-colored smoke trail remained visible 
several minutes. 


POU... sii be sas returning to Louisville on Stata 
diznway, between Richmond + Nicholasville shen ne First odserred the 
plane flying at a high altitude. Ue tiens that it was a. sky-vwriting airplane 
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l. Date of sighting: 16 January 1949 
la Time of sighting: 1630 hours, 


(2) Approximately three (2) miles north ast of Paris, 


(3) Sighted from automobile = progress observed from 
(4) Map coordinates not 


«nom, 


5. Distance of object from observ: 
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Anpearance of obje: +; 

4, Uolor: Dark (Oceassionally 
b. Ghapes Referred to as both 
1 Laut 


rection of 


t; General west to ea 


49 degree 


10, vidence of exhaus Object left hehind a rib”on or trail, similar 
to that of a neon tube. Various colors were 
reflected in the tube due to the setting sun. 


11. Tffect on clouds: None observed 
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il. D of Observati^r 24 Jan 19 2215 cf interview 24 Jan وبا‎ 
^ — * 7 &* 
Es st time (local) 1630 


3. Flece of Dbsenv.tior Paris Aircort, 2 miles north of 

Position of observer ground‏ — ولا 

As Mat attracted attention ta object i 3 Sjtention drawn to vapor trail 
. by an, unnamed individual at the airport 

۰ 1 


bs. 1 SOARS 


po REP Only vapor trail seen. Source of vapor trail not deternined 


v ail 50° from horizon = 25,000 - 30,000 2% above formation of cirrus ¢ 
3 :louds 
35 z rom asser AT 
poe > From E 
i bee” Direction of 111 T object(s, 
: : Southeast 


i5, test Greater than gas-propelled airoraxt 


EI Three to five minutes from horizon to horizon 
۱ He Ta Only vapor trail observed 


Reflected light of sun 


Steady flight j 


Faded from view beyond horison. 


jat airoraž4 dus to speed in traversisg horizon 50 jorizon. 
> BOREL TIONS Generally overcast with vaia occasional breaks la 
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| A تاودا دش‎ rinra tIon concernen edt 3 lieved by observer to be 
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| 3,000 fb overcast. Winds 55 HPH at 10,900 to 100 APH at 35,000 22et% 
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tor relative to intelligence end cnareetel 


i-us iram AR. appears to be of above average intelligence and 
of good character. ile is disgusted at the publicity given the incident 


NARRATIVE SUMMARY 


At approximately 11130 P. M. on January 15, 1549 Mr ame attention 
was called to a vapor trail. It was building up at approximately 25-30, 000 
feet over a formation of cirrus clouds and moving in a southeast direction. 
Ita position was at an angle of about 50? to the horizon when first observed. 
Due to the altitude of said formation, its source was not visible irom the 
ground, 
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Date of sighting: 16 J 


rary 1949. 
Time of Sighting: 1630 hours. 


a, Ground: 
1) Towns Paris, Ky. 
2 a. Ye 
2 j , " 
3 


Sighted from ground, 


) Sighted from Paris iiroort, two (2) mòles north of Pari 
) 
) Map coordinates not ascertained. 


mer of objects: One (1). 


stance from observer: 


a, Horizontal distar Not estimated, 
b. Angle of elevation from horizon: Fifty (50) decreas, 
e. Altitude: 25,000 to 30,000 fart, 


Pime ia sight: Three (3) to five (5) minutes, fron horizon to horizon. 


Appearance of object 


section of flight: 


Tactics or maneuver 
Evidenee of exhaust: None observed, 
freet on clouds: "lone, 

Lights: Reflected light of sun. 
Support: None observed, 


Propulsion: None observed, Believed jet due to speed in traversing 
horizon to horizon. 


Not observed, 
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SIGHTED AT ۵‏ ود 19۸ JANUARY‏ 15 و7۲۳۲ 


DEC 5 ZG 2A 


BLISHER. UNCLASSIFIED 


YEARS 


Fleca of 2356۳۰ tion Paris, Xy 
D^síiion of observer — from yard, central part of Paris, Ky. 
Wat attracted attention to otject 5$ =: ghanced ta look at the sky and 


imo ir sicht 3 minutes 


eed Could not te estimated 


tati Vapor trail similar to sky writing 
Luminosity reflected light of sun 


Appeared to be climbing in steady flight 


“henner of disammesrance Lost behind clouds 


oLeuds 
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Name and addre.s of observer! ur o Paris, Xy 


1 ppears to be of average intelligence and of good character. 
He appears disgusted with publicity given to what he considers to be only 
a "vapor trail" of an aireratt flying at high altitude, 


TONARSATITS SUMMARY 


About 1530 hours on 16 Jan L9 ur NNNM on one occasion when he 
gazed at the sky noted a "vapor streak" building up. The atroak was form 
ing in a manner similar to that used in ejecting smoke in "sky writing", 
The building up process was observed for a period of approximately three 
minutes and then was lost behind the clouds. The streak formed on a bear= 
ing between ten and twenty degrees south of east and appeared to be elimb- 
ing during the period of motion observed. The altitude of the "vapor 
streak" was not less than 15,000 feet and a red to be at an angle of 
approximately 70° from the horizon, €f tated that he had seen numerous 
"razor streaks" from both the air and ground during his period of service 
as a paratrooper in the Suropean Theater and had given the sight no further 
consideratione 
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15 January 1949. 
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1630 hours. 


(2) Gignted from central part puri, 
(3) Sighted from yard. 
(4) Mas coordinated not known. 
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ll, Z^fect on clouds: None. 


12. Reflected light of sun. 

13. Suport: None observed, 
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14. None observed, ۱ 
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lanuest ior Inforaation 


5D 1 UG LAR هل‎ 23 reo وبا‎ 
ATIN: sj Farrell 


m 


le Reference is made to Report of Investigativa Pils 5D ¿lay dated 15 Februa y 


2. It is desired that original negatives (particulirly those published) of the 
mädentižied asrial phenomenon photographed uy Mrs ee. wted in referenced 
^s ort, be obtained on a loan basis for further study ۳ valuation by this Headquarters. 


e If negatives are available She folowing information would zreatiy assist 
personnel in maldng an analysis: 


S. Type and model of camera used, 
b. Type and speed of Lens. 
Ge Curation of exposures. 


d. Intervals between exposures. 


eS 2. Type oi developer used. 
D 
3 i. as any retouching done, 
NN 


4. Re CLINQCRMAN GWT /aw 
Colonel, USA? 52-5510 


Chief, Tech Intelligence Division Blog 233 


intelligence Department 
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1IA38-2-67135 " 24 January 1949 
K 

SUBJECT: Unconventional Aircraft | A 

TO: Dirsetor of Intelligence 


Gensrai Staff, U, S. Army 
Washington 25, D. C, 


ATTN: Chief, Intelligence Group 
1. Raference is made to Department of the Army letter 0 
452.1, dated i November 1943, subject as above, 
2. Inolossd herewith is an agent's report, tozstner with a 
newsoaper clipping regarding an unexplained moving objsct in the sky 
above. Bourbon County, Kentucky, which is being forwarded for your 


information and any aotion desmed necessary. 


FOR TES AC OF 8, G2; 


2 Inels. R. D. ALBRO 
م1‎ Agent's Havort Lt. Col, GSC 
2. Clipping Áctg Dir, ZI Intell Div 
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Dr HYNEK'S EVALUATIONS EXTRACTED FROM PROJECT GRUDGE REPORT, 
INCILENT INDEA 


1. Astronomical 


As Eigh probability: 
326, 27, 30, $1, 32, 33, 34, 48, 49, 59, 60, 66, 69, 70, 94, 
95, 96, 97, 98, 101, 102, 103, 104, 116, 119, 132, 136, 140, 
147, 148, 158, 174, 184, 185, 187, 197, 203, 204, 208, 216, 
219, 238. 


be Fair or low probability: 
PIS, 20, 24, 24, 28, 35, 35, 46, 60, 63, 67, 80, 82, 93, 100, 
112, 180, 121, 129, 130, 144, 163, 165, 166, 167, 175, 192, 
199, 202, 205, 220, 230, 240. 


2. Uonwastronomioal tut suggestive of other explanations 


A», Balloons or ordinary olreralt: 
#5, 11, 22, 41, 42, 53, 54, 73, 81, 83, 91, 92, 113, 114, 115, 
126, 131, 138, 141, 145, 155, 156, 157, 159, 160, 161, 163, 
169, 171, 173, 178, 180, 182, 188, 190, 194, 195, 196, .و193‎ 
200, 201, 209, 210, 217, 222, 235, (257,) 259. 


b, kooke's, flares or falling bodies: 
(£M, B, 6; 7, B, 9, 12, 15, 14, ود(‎ 10529, 56, 65; 760, 106, 107, 
108, وا‎ 133, 170, 211, 218. 


Ou 2۸1 6 وو‎ \aneous {reflactions, auroral streaners, birds, ato,)s 
359, 89, 123, 124, 128, 146, 164, 181, 189, 214, 221, 251, 294. 


E 


$. Hon-astroneuisai, with no explanation evident 


a» Lack ef svidence precludes explanation: 
$38, 44, 45, 47, 55, 57, 72, 86, 87, 88, 90, 99, 110, 117, 118, 
126, 127, 137, 139, 149, 150, 177, 179, 191, 208, 212, 213, 
229, 232, 233. 


> Es 


b, Evidancs offered sugzssts no explanation: 


KA, 2, 10, 17, 21, 25, 37, 40, 51, 62, 59, 61, 82, 64, 68, 71 
16, 35 71, 798, 84, 105, 111, 122, 13%, 151, 152; 155, 162, 
168, 172, 176, 193, 186, 193, 207, 215, 223, 224, 225, 226, 
227, 236, 241, 242, 243, 244, 134. 
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tnere is some confusion as to waotüier tie objuot or 
tno s.oxe trail re crtod in this incident was visible for fif- 
itself was, it could not nave Leen 


"a 
a mateor, but the sist of the report sesms to indicate taat only 


teen minutes. If 5» 


the trail was visible for any length of 


E 


In trat cass, it 
gould have baen oitasr tas trail from a meteor or too vapor trail 


from an aircraft the description is not sufficient to distins 


misni the two. Ytner observers (not those roo 
indicatod trat the object was a high flying plane with a vanor 


trail, out *:i16 does not necessarily exclude the 6۵ 


thesis, because ot the canoral unfaniliarity of the public with 


Buon phenona ae 
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DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE 


HEADQUARTERS UNITED STATES AIR FORCE 52-05 1/0۳/5۲ 
WASHINGTON 


THE INSPECTOR GENERAL, USAF 
STH DISTRICT OFFICE OF SPECIAL INVESTIGATIONS 
WRIGHT-PATTERSON AIR FORCE BASE DAYTON. O40 


IN REPLY REFER TO. 5D a 16 February 1949 


SUBJECT: PROJECT "SIGN 


TO: Commanding General 
Air Materiel Cammand 
Wright-Patterson Air Force Base 
Dayton, Ohio 
ATTN: MCIAX0=3, Captain B. Sneider 


Inclosed is Report of Investigation, subject as above, dated 15 
February 1949, for your information and any action deemed necessary. 


ads O) masti 2 


dl 


5 p Js afar ره‎ 6 mse 
1 1 / M. B. GIBSON 
Rpt of Inv dtd 15 Feb 49 ( Colonel, USAF 
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HEADQUARTERS UNITED STATES AIR FORCE 
THE INSPECTOR GENERAL 
OFFICE OF SPECIAL INVESTIGATIONS 


FILE NO. pa ye | DATE 


5D ehe اس‎ 15 February 1909 


REPORT MADE BY 


REPORT OF INVESTIGATION Special Agent ARTHUR LIT 
TITLE REPORT MADE AT pre 
| 
le DO 15, Wright-Patterson AFB, Dayton, O 
PROJECT "SIGN? | PERIOD 
1 | 26 January 1949 thru 6 February 1949 
OFFICE OF ORIGIN 2 
DO 25, Merit par terson AFB, Dayton, 0. | 
| STAT 
= - PA Se TEAN ee - Aa n : 
“CHARACTER 
SPS نکلاب‎ INUIRY 


REFERENCE | Telephone call fran Captain B, Sneider, Technical 1 15 X vis "s 
H} AMC, to Major Farrell, 5D-CSI, on 21 October 1945 
SYNOPSIS ` 


This investigation was requested by Captain B. Sneider, 
Division, HQ, ANC, whose Section is charged with.the investi 
aerial objects, At 1030 hours on 16 January 1949, Mr NUN» ©: ayy 
Kentucky, saw a walnut shaped object smerging from behind a cloud, which object re 
mained in sight for less that a minutes A "tube of light" remaining behind the ob- 
ject was photographed by urs. OMR ics of y Also at 1630 hours 
on 15 January 1949, Mr.  ——» Pari Kentucky, noted a vapor ew 
building up for approximately 3 minutes ich appeared to be climbing, At 
1530 hours on 15 Jamary 1919, a Ur. Pari is, Kentuoiy, also saw a 
vapor trail, the source of vhioh was not visible from the ground, 


CLOSED 


i 
| 
al 

DOWNGRAL. — < TERV A153 
۸ ادتشتن‎ ly Y : 


DOD DIR 5207.10 


DISTRIBUTION ACTION Gi 


ات ki SEES A A a E EE A RE‏ سم س ر 


s NARDED TO | Fite STAMP 
i 

A | | 

| | 


à 
Q 


E 


GG, AMC, ATTN: MCIAXO=5 


> 


^ 


TS 


n observes: 


fest 


vl 


and 


UNCLASSIFIED 
5D 24, 15 reb وبا‎ 


"vapor trail" was at an angle of approximately fifty degrees from the horizon 
when first observed, The source was not visible fron tho ground due to the 
altitude of the trail, The speed, in ir.qd mille ostimation, based on tine 
required to traverse horizon to horizon, was greater than a gasoline propelled 
craft, and he automatically thought the trail was formed by an Army or lavy 

jet propelled craft, Mr. Ge stated that he was familiar with "apor braila" 
from both the air and ground and he had seen innumerable such trails during 

his service as a Bek Pilot in the European Theater. Mir. OU further stated 
trat he is presently employed as Manager of the Paris Airport. Specific 
answers to sssemtial olements of information, furnished by > MO: are ate 
tached hereto as Exhibit "D", Attached hereto as Exhibit "5" is an unsworn 
statement furnished by oco WEE in support of the abore interview, 


WALTTSR CHECK: 
AT LOUISVILLS, KENTUCKY 
llo A revisw of the files by the Officer in Chargs, Weather Detachment, 
Godman APB, on 3 February 1949 indicated the teletype sequence of weather as of 


1630 hours, 16 January 13l9 to be as follows: 


PIX-S13 هو که‎ 173/17/47414/083/c1S/CHGBL qi 9/ 


A vaview of the files made by the Officer in Charge, Weather Detachment, Godman 

3, on 5 February 1949 indicated the Winds Aloft Report of 16 January 1949, to 
show winds 60 miles per hour, southwest, at 20,000 feet increasing to 100 miles 
ver hour at 35,000 feet, 


AT LEXINGTON, X3NTUCKY 

5a A review or files made by the weather office, lexington Airport on 
6 February 1949 indicated the teletype sequence of weather as of 1630 hours on 
1 


6 Jenuary 1949 to be as follows: 


LEX 220-0015 199/84/54:9/002/2250-0 


A check of the files of the weather office, Lexington Airport on 6 February 1949 
showed the winds aloft on 15 January 1949 to be southwest, 35 miles nerhour at 

10,000 254# increasing to 50 miles 
souiime35, at 20,000 set increasing 


Las per hour, 


nour at 20,000 fast ard 0 m 


per hour at 55,000 feet, 


TF EENTUCKY 


Ly Date of Observesion lóJantlg — Jete cf interview 13 Ji 
xtct time (local) 1:20 P. M, 

3. Plece of Jhserv-tion Bourbon County, Ky 

b,  Tosition of observer ground 


.  Axparert size Larger than comet 


5% Salor af abject silver to golden 


Aititude‏ م 

Lh Direction from esserver 

lite t S $rom ot var 

i5, trection af L of OBJECT 
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i rail flery-colored smoke trail woich was visibla several mimtes 


"brilliant shaft of light" 


a 2neuvers 


irfarnction corcsrnin. cbfeat‏ کحم + د 


Ascitionel information 8 rin st Newspaper clizoinz shows 
یت از ری‎ of the object and its trail 


